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© Array of disk drives with redundant channels. 

© An array of disk drives stores information which 
is accessed through multiple channels by a host 
computer. Different channels are coupled to different 
sequences of disk drives. Different disk drives can 
be accessed simultaneously through different chan- 
nels, enabling high data transfer rates. The same 

FIG. 1 



disk drive can be accessed through two different 
channels, enabling access even if one of the chan- 
nels is busy or malfunctioning. According to one 
aspect of the invention the channels are divided into 
at least two mutually exclusive sets of channels, 
each set providing access to all the disk drives. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to an array of disk drives 
accessed by a host computer, more particularly to 
the channel arrangement of such an array. 

Disk drives are widely used for secondary stor- 
age of information in computer systems, and many 
computer systems have an array of disk drives 
which are connected to a host computer by one or 
more channels. One advantage of such an array is 
that it can provide extra reliability by storing data in 
a redundant form. In particular, it has been shown 
that a redundant array of inexpensive disk drives 
(referred to as a RAID) can provide higher reliability 
at lower cost than a single large, expensive disk 
drive. 

RAID schemes have been classified into five 
levels: a first level in which the same data are 
stored on two disks (referred to as mirrored disks); 
a second level in which data are bit-interleaved 
across a group of disks, including check disks on 
which redundant bits are stored using a Hamming 
code; a third level in which each group has only a 
single check disk, on which parity bits are stored; a 
fourth level that uses sector interleaving and a 
single check disk per group; and a fifth level that 
uses sector interleaving and distributes the check 
information evenly over all disks in a group, so that 
the writing of check information is not concentrated 
on a single disk drive. 

These RAID schemes show how data can be 
efficiently and reliably stored, but they do not con- 
sider the reliability of the channels by which the 
data are accessed. In the simplest interconnection 
scheme each disk drive is coupled to the host 
computer by its own channel. Besides requiring an 
impractically large number of channels for a large 
array, this scheme has the disadvantage that a 
failure in any channel disables access to one disk 
drive. 

In another common scheme a sequence of disk 
drives is coupled to the host computer through a 
single channel. This scheme reduces the number 
of channels required, but has the disadvantage that 
the disks coupled to a given channel can be acces- 
sed only one at a time, and the further disadvan- 
tage that a channel fault disables access to some 
or all of the coupled disk drives. 

In an elaboration of this scheme the channels 
are duplicated by providing two channels for ac- 
cess to each sequence of disk drives. This scheme 
greatly improves access reliability, but access is 
still limited to two disk drives per sequence at a 
time, and there is still the risk that faults in both 
channels may disable access to some or all of the 
disk drives in the sequence. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is accordingly an object of the present inven- 
tion to provide an array of disk drives that com- 
5 bines high reliability with a reasonable number of 
channels. 

Another purpose of the invention is to enable 
an array of disk drives to function normally despite 
one or more channel faults. 

10 Yet another object of the invention is to in- 

crease the number of available options for simulta- 
neous access in an array of disk drives. 

Still another object of the invention is to reduce 
access delays caused by channel contention. 

75 An array of disk drives according to the 

present invention comprises a plurality of disk 
drives for storing information and a plurality of 
channels for accessing the information. The chan- 
nels are arranged so that at least one of the disk 

20 drives is coupled to two different channels, and at 
least one of the channels is coupled to a sequence 
of two or more disk drives that differs from the 
sequence of disk drives to which any other channel 
is connected. A controller receives access com- 

25 mands from a host computer and selects channels 
for executing the access commands. 

According to one aspect of the invention, the 
channels are divided into two or more mutually 
exclusive sets. Each disk drive is coupled to just 

30 one channel in each set of channels. According to 
another aspect of the invention, the sets of chan- 
nels are mutually orthogonal. According to yet an- 
other aspect of the invention, each set of channels 
has its own controller, and different sets of chan- 

35 nels are used by different host computers. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a two- 
40 dimensional orthogonal array of disk drives. 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the chan- 
nel interconnections of one disk drive. 

Fig. 3 illustrates the effect of faults in two 
channels in the same set of channels. 
45 Fig. 4 illustrates the effect of faults in two 

channels in different sets of channels. 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram illustrating another 
two-dimensional orthogonal array of disk drives. 
Fig. 6 illustrates a non-orthogonal two-dimen- 
50 sional array of disk drives. 

Fig. 7 illustrates another non-orthogonal two- 
dimensional array of disk drives. 

Fig. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a two- 
dimensional orthogonal array of disk drives acces- 
55 sed by two host computers. 

Fig. 9 illustrates a three-dimensional array of 
disk drives. 
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Fig. 10 illustrates an array of disk drives in 
which different channels are coupled to the same 
disk drives in different sequences. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Embodiments of the present invention will be 
described with reference to the attached drawings. 
The drawings illustrate the invention but do not 
limit its scope, which should be determined solely 
from the appended claims. 

In these descriptions and the appended claims, 
the word "set" will be used to refer to a collection 
of one or more objects, and the word "sequence" 
to refer to a set of objects taken in a specific order. 
Given three objects A, B, and C, for example, ABC 
and BCA are the same set but different sequences; 
AB and ABC are both different sets and different 
sequences; the single object A constitutes both a 
set and a sequence; and there are no empty sets 
or empty sequences. 

Referring to Fig. 1 , the invented array of disk 
drives provides secondary, nonvolatile storage of 
information for a host computer 1. A controller 3 is 
connected to the host computer 1, and to a plural- 
ity of channel controllers 5 denoted X1 , X2, X3, X4, 
Y1 , Y2, Y3, and Y4. Each channel controller is part 
of a corresponding channel 7, which comprises the 
channel controller and cables coupling the channel 
controller to a sequence of disk drives 9. The 
channels are denoted CHX1 , CHX2, CHX3, CHX4, 
CHY1, CHY2, CHY3, and CHY4. The disk drives 
are denoted D11, D12, D34, D44. 

Channels CHX1 , CHX2, CHX3, and CHX4 form 
a first set of channels 11. Channels CHY1 , CHY2, 
CHY3, and CHY4 form a second set of channels 
13. Every disk drive 9 is coupled to just two 
channels: one channel in the first set of channels 
1 1 , and one channel in the second set of channels 
13. The first and second sets of channels are 
orthogonal, meaning that for any pair of channels 
comprising a first channel in the first set of chan- 
nels 1 1 and a second channel in the second set of 
channels 13, there is just one disk drive coupled to 
both the first channel and the second channel. 

The invention is not limited to an orthogonal 
array of sixteen disk drives as in Fig. 1 . The array 
may have an unlimited number of disk drives, as 
long as the number is greater than one. Examples 
of arrays with different numbers of disk drives, and 
of non-orthogonal arrays, will be shown later. 

Fig. 2 is a more detailed drawing of a disk 
drive 9 (e.g. D11) showing how it is coupled to a 
pair of channels (e.g. CHXl and CHY1). The disk 
drive 9 comprises a magnetic disk assembly 15 
coupled via a switch 17 to a pair of interface 
controllers 19 and 21, which have respective disk 
address registers 23 and 25. The magnetic disk 



assembly comprises one or more rigid magnetic 
platters, magnetic heads, motors to drive the plat- 
ters and heads, and various electronic devices that 
control the motors, encode and decode data, cor- 

5 rect soft errors, and carry out other functions. De- 
tails will be omitted since they are familiar to those 
skilled in the art. 

The interface controller 19 is coupled by a pair 
of connectors 27 to channel CHXL The interface 

10 controller 21 is coupled by a pair of connectors 29 
to channel CHY1. Detailed specifications for the 
interface controllers 19 and 21 and connectors 27 
and 29 can be found, for example, in the Small 
Computer Systems Interface (SCSI) standard. 

75 The disk address registers 23 and 25 contain a 

disk address by which the interface controllers 19 
and 21 determine whether read and write com- 
mands received from the channel are intended for 
this disk drive, in which case the commands are 

20 executed, or for another disk drive in the same 
channel, in which case the commands are ignored. 
It is not necessary for the two disk address regis- 
ters 23 and 25 to contain the same address. 

The invention is of course not limited to mag- 

25 netic disk drives equipped with SCSI interfaces; it 
is equally applicable to magnetic disk drives with 
other interfaces, or to other types of disk drives, 
including optical disk drives and magneto-optical 
disk drives. 

30- Referring again to Fig. 1, the invented disk 

array normally operates as follows. When the host 
computer 1 sends the controller 3 a command to 
read or write data, the controller 3 first determines 
which disk drive or drives are to be accessed and 

35 selects an appropriate channel or channels. To 
read or write data on disk drive D11, for example, 
the controller 3 can select channel CHXL If chan- 
nel CHX1 is already busy accessing a different 
disk drive, the channel controller can select chan- 

40 nel CHY1. Read or write access is carried out by 
the channel controller (X1 or Y1) in the selected 
channel. 

If the read or write command requires access 
to two disk drives, such as D11 and D12, the 

45 controller 3 selects two channels such as CHY1 
and CHY2 and commands their controllers Y1 and 
Y2 to perform the two accesses simultaneously. If 
either channel CHY1 or CHY2 is busy then channel 
CHX1 can be selected instead. Even if both chan- 

so nels CHY1 and CHY2 are busy the access can still 
be carried out using channel CHX1 , although in this 
case the two disk drives D11 and Dl2 cannot be 
accessed simultaneously. 

Similarly, if a read or write command requires 

55 access to three or more disk drives, the controller 
3 selects appropriate channels and commands 
their channel controllers to carry out the accesses. 
A maximum of eight disk drives can be accessed 
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simultaneously. 

One advantage of the array in Fig. 1, and of 
orthogonal arrays in general, is that any two disk 
drives in the array can be accessed simultaneous- 
ly, even if one of the channels to one of the disk 
drives is already busy. For example, disk drives 
D11 and D21 can be accessed simultaneously us- 
ing channels CHX1 and CHX2. If channel CHX1 is 
busy, disk drives D1 1 and D21 can still be acces- 
sed simultaneously through channels CHY1 and 
CHX2. Access to a particular pair of disk drives is 
therefore unlikely to be delayed because of chan- 
nel contention. 

An orthogonal array such as the one in Fig. 1 
has a further property that reduces access delays 
due to channel contention: any set of five disk 
drives in the array can be accessed simultaneous- 
ly, by using channels in both the first and second 
sets of channels 11 and 13. For example, disk 
drive D11 can be accessed through channel CHX1 
while drive D21 is accessed through through chan- 
nel CHY1 , drive D31 through channel CHX3, drive 
D12 through channel CHY2, and drive D22 through 
channel CHX2. 

With the disk array in Fig. 1 it is possible to 
implement any of the five RAID levels in a highly 
reliable manner. RAID levels one, three, and five 
wil! be considered below. The situation for RAID 
levels two and four is similar. 

On RAID level one, pairs of mirrored disk 
drives are preferably disposed so that the two disk 
drives in each pair are in different rows and dif- 
ferent columns and thus have no channels in com- 
mon. For example, one mirrored pair might com- 
prise disk drives D11 and D12, and another might 
comprise D21 and D12. Data on the D11-D22 pair 
can then be accessed through any of the four 
channels CHX1, CHX2, CHY1, and CHY2. If one of 
these four channels fails, disk drives D11 and D22 
are still both accessible. Even if three of the chan- 
nels fail, the data can still be accessed on one of 
the two mirrored disks, using the fourth channel. 

On RAID level three, the array in Fig. 1 can be 
divided into four groups of four disk drives each. 
The groups are preferably arranged so that the 
disk drives in each group are disposed in different 
rows and columns. For example, one group might 
comprise the four disk drives D11, D22, D33, and 
D44, with disk drives D11, D22, and D33 storing 
data bits and disk drive D44 storing parity bits. 

In write access, data are written to all four of 
these disk drives simultaneously, using either the 
first set of channels 1 1 or the second set of chan- 
nels 13. Using the first set of channels, for exam- 
pie, the controller 3 divides the data into groups of 
three bits each, sends the first bit to channel 
CHX1, the second bit to channel CHX2, and the 
third bit to channel CHX3, calculates a parity bit, 



and sends the parity bit to channel CHX4. This 
scheme of distributing individual bits across the 
four channels is referred to as bit interleaving. If bit 
interleaving is inconvenient, it is possible to distrib- 

5 ute the data across the channels in larger units 
such as eight, sixteen, thirty-two, or sixty-four bits, 
a scheme referred to as byte or word interleaving. 

In read access, data are read from all four of 
these disk drives simultaneously, using either the 

io first set of channels 11 or the second set of chan- 
nels 13. If in data read from disk drive D11 there is 
an error that cannot be corrected in disk drive D1 1 
itself, this is reported to the controller 3 t which then 
reconstructs the correct data by using the data 

75 read from disk drives D22 and D33 and the parity 
data read from disk drive D44. 

On RAID level five, the disk drives are divided 
into groups in the same way as on RAID level 
three, but in each group, parity data for different 

20 sectors are written on different disk drives. (A sec- 
tor is the minimum amount of data that can be 
written to or read from one disk drive per access.) 
In sector one, for example, disk drive D11 stores 
parity bits while disk drives D22, D33. and D44 

25 store data bits; in sector two, disk drives D11. D33. 
and D44 store data bits while disk drive D22 stores 
parity bits; and so on. Data are stored by sector 
interleaving; that is, data are divided into sector- 
size blocks, which are written on different disk 

30 drives. 

To modify the data on sector one of disk drive 
D33, for example, the controller 3 commands chan- 
nels CHX1 and CHX3 (or CHY1 and CHY3) to read 
the existing parity information and data from sector 

35 one of disk drives D11 and D33; then it calculates 
new parity information from the formula: 

new parity = old data XOR old parity XOR new 
data 

40 

where XOR denotes the logical exclusive OR op- 
eration. Next the controller 3 commands channel 
CHX3 to write the new data to sector one on disk 
drive D33, and channel CHX1 to write the new 

45 parity information to sector one on disk D1 1. 

To read the data from sector one of disk drive 
D33, the controller 3 issues a read command to 
channel CHX3. Execution of this command com- 
pletes the operation, provided no read error occurs. 

50 If a read error does occur, the controller 3 can retry 
the command using channel CHY3. If a read error 
still occurs, the controller 3 commands channels 
CHX1, CHX2, and CHX4 (or CHY1. CHY2, and 
CHY4) to read sector one on disks drives D11, 

55 D22, and D44, and reconstructs the desired data 
from the data and parity information thus obtained. 

An advantage of RAID level five is that it is 
possible to modify data in, for example, sector one 
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of disk drive D33 and sector two of disk drive D44 
simultaneously: channels CHX3 and CHX1 are 
used to access data on disk drive D33 and asso- 
ciated parity information on disk drive D11, while 
channels CHX4 and CHX2 are used to access data 
on disk drive D44 and associated parity information 
on disk drive D22. The novel array in Fig. 1 en- 
hances this advantage by providing further channel 
options: if channels CHX1 and CHX2 are already 
busy accessing disk drives D21 and D32, for ex- 
ample, the accesses to disk drives D1 1 and D22 
can be carried out via channels CHY1 and CHY2 
instead. 

Another advantage of the array in Fig. 1 is that 
read errors caused by disk-drive faults can easily 
be distinguished from read errors caused by chan- 
nel faults. When a read error occurs, it suffices to 
access the same disk drive via a different channel. 
If the error persists, the fault is in the disk drive; if 
the error does not persist, the fault is in the chan- 
nel. 

Two examples of the occurrence of multiple 
channel faults will be shown next. For simplicity, 
the drawings will show only six channels, but the 
conclusions apply to arrays of any size. 

Fig. 3 shows a case in which channel CHX1 
has failed at a point between disk drives D12 and 
D13, and channel CHX2 has failed at a point be- 
tween channel controller X2 and disk drive D21. 
Despite these faults, all disk drives are still acces- 
sible through the second set of channels 13, and 
they remain accessible while channels CHX1 and 
CHX2 are being repaired. In general, any number 
of channel faults in one set of channels still leaves 
the entire array accessible from the other set of 
channels. 

Fig. 4 shows a case in which channel CHX1 
has failed at a point between disk drives D12 and 
D13 and channel CHY3 has failed at a point be- 
tween channel controller Y2 and disk drive D13. In 
this case disk drive D13 becomes inaccessible. 
The data on disk drive D13 can still be recovered, 
however, if any of the RAID schemes of redundant 
storage is used. The other disk drives are all ac- 
cessible through other channels, and they remain 
accessible while channels CHX1 and CHY3 are 
being repaired. 

To summarize, the array scheme in Fig. 1 
assures that even the simultaneous failure of two 
channels will disable access to at most one disk 
drive. If data have been stored redundantly in the 
array, as in any of the RAID schemes, then the 
data on the inaccessible disk drive can be recov- 
ered from redundant data on other disk drives, 
accessed using other channels. 

It is not necessary for the numb rs of channels 
in the two set of channels 11 and 13 to be equal. 
Fig. 5 shows the extreme case in which the s cond 



set of channels comprises a single channel CHY1. 
In this case all four disk drives in the array can be 
accessed at once using the four channels CHX1, 
CHX2, CHX3, and CHX4, but only one disk drive 

5 can be accessed at a time via the second set of 
channels 13. The data transfer rate using the first 
set of channels 11 is up to four times as fast as the 
data transfer rate using the second set of channels 
13. The first set of channels 11 can therefore be 

70 used for high-speed access, and the second set of 
channels 13 can be used when speed is not impor- 
tant. 

Neither is it necessary for the first and second 
sets of channels to be mutually orthogonal. Fig. 6 

75 shows an array of twelve disk drives 9 in which the 
first set of channels 11 comprises three channels 
CHX1, CHX2, and CHX3, each coupled to a se- 
quence of four disk drives, and the second set of 
channels 13 comprises two channels CHY1 and 

20 CHY2, each coupled to a sequence of six disk 
drives. As before, each disk drive 9 can be acces- 
sed through two channels, but now each channel in 
the first set of channels 11 has two disk drives in 
common with each channel in the second set of 

25 channels 13. The first set of channels 11 can be 
used for high-speed access and the second set of 
channels 13 for lower-speed access, as in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 shows another non-orthogonal array of 
twelve disk drives. The first set of channels 11 

30 comprises three channels CHX1, CHX2, and CHX3, 
each coupled to four disk drives. The second set of 
channels 13 comprises three channels CHY1 , 
CHY2, and CHY3, each also coupled to four disk 
drives. Channel CHY1 has one disk drive (D13) in 

35 common with channel CHX1, one disk drive (D22) 
in common with channel CHX2, and two disk drives 
(D31 and D34) in common with channel CHX3. 
Arrangements of the types shown in Figs. 6 and 7 
can be used to increase the number of disk drives 

40 in an array without increasing the number of chan- 
nels. 

The invented array of disk drives can be uti- 
lized in a different way by coupling the first set of 
channels 11 and the second set of channels 13 to 

45 two different host computers. Referring to Fig. 8, a 
first host computer 31 is linked to a controller 33 
which is connected to the channel controllers X1, 
X2, X3, and X4 of the first set of channels 11. A 
second host computer 35 is linked to a controller 

so 37 which is connected to the channel controllers 
Y1 , Y2, Y3, and Y4 of the second set of channels 
13. Both host computers 31 and 35 thus have 
access to the same data. 

Since the first and second sets of channels 11 

55 and 13 are controlled by different controllers 33 
and 37, both controllers 33 and 37 may attempt to 
access the same disk drive at the same time by 
different channels. In this case the switch 17 in Fig. 
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2 selects one of the channels, e.g. channel CHX1. 
While controller 33 is accessing the disk drive via 
channel CHX1 and interlace controller 19, the other 
interface controller 21 returns a busy signal via the 
other channel CHY1 to the other controller 37, 
which then waits its turn for access. When the 
access through channel CHX1 and the interface 
controller 19 is completed, the switch 17 selects 
interface controller 21, which then turns off the 
busy signal, and access via channel CHY1 can 
begin. In this way the switch arbitrates between 
access requests from different channels. 

The two host computers do not have to pos- 
sess the same numbers of channels, and the chan- 
nels do not have to be arranged orthogonally. Ar- 
rays such as those in Figs. 6 and 7 can also be 
used with two host computers. 

The arrays shown so far have been two-dimen- 
sional, but the inventive concept can easily be 
extended to higher dimensions. Rg. 9 shows a 
three-dimensional array of eight disk drives 9 ac- 
cessed through three sets of channels. The first set 
comprises channels CHX1 , CHX2, CHX3. and 
CHX4. The second set comprises channels CHY1, 
CHY2, CHY3, and CHY4. The third set comprises 
channels CHZ1, CHZ2. CHZ3, and CHZ4. Each 
channel is coupled to two disk drives 9. 

Each disk drive is accessible through three 
channels, one from each set of channels. The 
scheme for coupling the disk drives to the channels 
is similar to that shown in Fig. 2, except that there 
are three pairs of connectors and three interface 
controllers, and the switch selects one of the three 
interface controllers. 

The array in Fig. 9 provides extremely high 
reliability because even failures in two channels in 
different sets of channels will not disable access to 
any disk drive. This array is also suitable for pro- 
viding access to the array of disk drives from three 
host computers. 

If even greater reliability is required, or if it is 
necessary to provide access from a larger number 
of host computers, the number of dimensions in 
the array can be increased still further. In the 
general case there are N sets of channels and 
each disk drive is connected to N channels, one in 
each set. 

Fig. 10 shows a smaller array comprising three 
disk drives 9, each coupled to three channels. The 
first set of channels comprises a single channel 
CHX1; the second set of channels comprises a 
single channel CHY1; the third set of channels 
comprises a single channel CHZ1. All three chan- 
nel controllers X1 , Y1, and Z1 are coupled to the 
same three disk drives, but in different sequences: 
channel controller X1 is coupled first to disk drive 
D1, then to disk drive D2, then to disk drive D3; 
channel controller Y1 is coupled to D3, then D1, 



then D2; channel controller Z1 is coupled to D2, 
then D3, then D1. 

Coupling each disk drive to three channels 
provides intrinsically high reliability, but coupling 

5 the disk drives to different channels in different 
sequences raises the reliability even further. If ev- 
ery channel fails at an intermediate point (beyond 
the first disk drive as seen from the channel con- 
troller), all disk drives will still be accessible: D1 

70 from channel controller X1, D2 from channel con- 
troller Y1, and D3 from channel controller Y3. 

Fig. 10 shows all three channels linked to a 
single host computer 1 , but the same arrangement 
of channels and channel controllers can of course 

75 be used to provide access from three host comput- 
ers. In general, up to N! (N factorial) host comput- 
ers can be coupled to a single set of N disk drives 
using just one channel for each host computer, the 
channels being arranged so that each host com- 

20 puter sees the disk drives in a different sequence 
order. 

The invention is highly compatible with RAID 
schemes, but the invention is of course not re- 
stricted to the five RAID levels described above. It 

25 can also be applied to increase the reliability of 
non-redundant arrays of disk drives. 

The arrays in the drawings have all been sym- 
metrical: all disk drives have been coupled to the 
same number of channels, and within each set of 

30 channels, all channels have been coupled to the 
same number of disk drives. The invention is not 
however, restricted to symmetrical arrays: different 
disk drives may be coupled to different numbers of 
channels, and even within the same set of chan- 

35 nels, different channels may be coupled to different 
numbers of disk drives. It wouid be difficult to give 
an exhaustive list of all array topologies falling 
within the spirit and scope of the invention; those 
skilled in the art will find innumerable modifications 

40 that can be made to adapt the arrays shown in the 
drawings to the requirements of specific computer 
installations. 

Claims 

45 

1. An array of disk drives for storing information 
accessed by a host computer (1), comprising: 

a plurality of disk drives (9) for storing 
information; 

so a plurality of channels (7), each coupled to 

a sequence of said disk drives (9), for acces- 
sing information on said disk drives (9), ar- 
ranged so that at least one of said disk drives 
(9) is coupled to at least two of said channels 

55 (7), and at least one of said channels (7) is 

coupled to a sequence of at least two disk 
drives (9), said sequence of at least two disk 
drives (9) differing from any sequence of disk 
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drives (9) to which a different one of said 
channels (7) is coupled; and 

a controller (3) coupled to said plurality of 
channels (7), for receiving access commands 
from said host computer (1) and selecting 5 
channels (7), from among said plurality of 
channels, for executing said access com- 
mands. 

The array of claim 1, wherein said plurality of w 
channels comprises three channels (7) coupled 
in three different sequences to identical disk 
drives (9) in said plurality of disk drives. 

The array of claim 1, wherein said plurality of 75 
channels (7) comprises a plurality of mutually 
exclusives sets of channels (11, 13), and each 
disk drive (9) in said plurality of disk drives is 
coupled to at least one channel (7) in each of 
these mutually exclusive sets of channels (11, 20 
13). 

The array of claim 3, wherein each disk drive 
(9) in said plurality of disk drives is coupled to 
just one channel (7) in each set of channels 25 
(11. 13) among said plurality of sets of chan- 
nels. 

The array of claim 4, wherein no two channels 
(7) in said plurality of channels are coupled to 30 
identical sets of disk drives (9). 

The array of claim 1, wherein at least one disk 
drive (9) among said plurality of said disk 
drives comprises: 

a disk assembly (15) for storing data; 

a first pair of connectors (27) coupled to 
one channel (7) in said plurality of channels; 

a second pair of connectors (29) coupled 
to another channel (7) in said plurality of chan- 
nels; 

a first interface controller (19) coupled to 
said first pair of connectors (27), having a disk 
address register (23) for identifying said disk 
drive (9); 45 

a second interface controller (21) coupled 
to said second pair of connectors (29), having 
a disk address register (25) for identifying said 
disk drive (9); and 

a switch (17) for selecting either said first 50 
interface controller (27) or said second inter- 
face controller (29) and coupling the selected 
interface controller to said disk assembly (15). 

An array of disk drives for storing information 55 
accessed by a host computer (1), comprising: 

a plurality of disk drives (9) for storing 
information; 



a first set of channels (11), each providing 
access to a set of disk drives (9) in said 
plurality of disk drives (9), arranged so that 
each disk drive (9) in said plurality of disk 
drives (9) is coupled to just one channel (7) in 
said first set of channels (11); 

a second set of channels (13), each pro- 
viding access to a set of disk drives (9) in said 
plurality of disk drives (9), arranged so that 
each disk drive (9) in said plurality of disk 
drives is coupled to just one channel (7) in 
said second set of channels (13), and so that 
every channel (7) in said second set of chan- 
nels (13) is coupled to a set of disk drives (9) 
different from any set of disk drives (9) to 
which a channel (7) in said first set of channels 
(11) is coupled; and 

a controller (3) for receiving access com- 
mands from said host computer (1 ) and select- 
ing channels (7), from among said first set of 
channels (11) and said second set of channels 
(13), for executing said access commands. 

8. The array of claim 7, wherein each channel (7) 
in said first set of channels (11) is coupled to a 
first number of disk drives (9), and each chan- 
nel (7) in said second set of channels (13) is 
coupled to a second number of disk drives (9). 

9. The array of claim 8, wherein said first number 
and said second number are equal. 



13. The array of claim 7, wherein said first set of 
channels (11) and said second set of channels 
(13) are used by different host computers (31, 
35). 

14. The array of claim 13, wherein said controller 
(3) comprises a first controller (33) coupled to 
one host computer (31) and said first set of 
channels (11), and a second controller (37) 
coupled to another host computer (35) and 
said second s t of channels (13). 

15. The array of claim 7, wherein for any pair of 
channels (7) comprising a first channel (7) in 
said first set of channels (11) and a second 



10. The array of claim 8, wherein wherein said first 
number and said second number are different. 

35 

11. The array of claim 8, wherein wherein said 
second number is one and said first number is 
greater than one. 

40 12. The array of claim 7, wherein said first set of 
channels (11) and said second set of channels 
(13) are coupled to a single host computer (1). 
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channel (7) in said second set of channels 
(13), there is just one disk drive (9) coupled to 
both said first channel (7) and said second 
channel (7). 
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disk drive can be accessed through two different 
channels, enabling access even if one of the chan- 
nels is busy or malfunctioning. According to one 
aspect of the invention the channels are divided into 
at least two mutually exclusive sets of channels, 
each set providing access to all the disk drives. 
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